
 

 
 

  

 Most of you who are 
working in commercial 
herds and flocks now 
have the obligation to 
comple te an annual 
Health Plan, usually for 
the Red Tractor scheme. 
When the need to do 
these was first required, 
many people saw them as 
yet another unnecessary 
imposition of red tape. 
But, we now have to 
accept that, in the world 
of food production, the 
requirement to document 
everything is not going to 
go away, and will be a 
part of every farms’ 
future. In the world of 
animal welfare, there will 
b e a n i n c r e a s i n g 
requirement to prove that 
we are be ing be t ter 
stewards of the animals in 
our care, and in the world 
of antibiotic resistance, it 
would be a terrible thing 
to find that sick humans 
cannot be treated because 
the bugs attacking them 
refuse to respond to the 
therapy. So, let’s look at 
the Health Plan as a way 
of improving the quality 
of our food, as a way of 
improving the quality of 
l i f e we g i ve t o our 
animals, and as a way of 
avoiding losing more 
p e o p l e t o i n c u r a b l e 
diseases. Goodness knows 
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What should I look out 
for? 

• If an animal 
isolates itself 
from the rest of 
the group and/or 
appears off 
colour and quiet 
– it should be 
checked for fly 
strike 
immediately 

• Foul smelling 
areas of moist, 
stained wool – 
especially around 
the back end, 
chest and feet 

• Kicking of the 
hind limbs and 
tail shaking 

Fly strike is a common 
and life-threatening 
disease usually affecting 
sheep, alpacas and 
llamas. Depending on 
weather, it can be seen 
from April to October. 

What causes strike? 

Blowflies are attracted to 
fleece or hair soiled with 
urine/faeces, wounds, 
and footrot. Each fly lays 
hundreds of eggs which 
hatch within 12 hours. 
The larvae – maggots - 
then attack the living 
flesh which in turn 
attracts more flies, 
creating a vicious cycle. 
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• Maggots present when the fleece is parted 
• Skin lesions – these can get infected rapidly and may involve deeper muscle 

layers 

What should I do if I find a case of strike? 

• If you know how to treat it, be quick. Or, call us for advice or a visit ASAP 
• Rapid treatment is vital – strike is very painful and can be fatal 
• Treatment involves removing contaminated fleece and disinfecting the area, 

topical/injectable antibiotics, pain relief, treatment to kill the maggots and flies 

How can I prevent cases? 

• Examine animals daily during high risk periods 
• Shearing and dagging of adults and tail docking of lambs – from as early as 

April 
• Reduce the risk of scour by avoiding nutritional upset and implementing 

effective worm control 
• Pour-on fly prevention treatments, repeated as necessary. Products 

containing cypermethrin/deltamethrin can be used to both treat and prevent 
strike, e.g. Crovect or Spotinor. CLiK cannot treat strike, but provides 16 
weeks protection against maggots hatching. 

https://www.scops.org.uk/workspace/pdfs/blowfly-product-options-table.pdf 
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What is it? 

Haemonchus Contortus is an intestinal parasite that infects grazing sheep, goats, camelids and even calves. It 
thrives in warm and wet conditions, and infections may be seen late into Autumn in warm years. It is 
nicknamed the barber’s pole worm as its colour resembles this after it ingests a blood meal.  

Why is it an important parasite? 

They feed on the blood of their hosts and can rapidly cause anaemia – often leading to death in acute cases. 
One worm can lay up to 15,000 eggs per day, and the life-cycle is only 20 days – meaning that pasture can 
rapidly become infested and cause acute disease in a group. Unlike other intestinal parasites, adults do not 
gain immunity after being infected so can become reinfected every year. It is also notoriously hard to spot 
infected animals as, unlike other roundworms, it does not cause diarrhoea. It is rapidly killed on pasture 
once temperatures drop, but survives by over-Wintering inside the host via hypobiosis. – hibernating. 

Clinical signs 

• Sudden death, often with no evidence of poor body condition or scour 
• Anaemia causing pale mucous membranes 
• Sub-mandibular oedema (bottle jaw) 
• Chronic infections – more common in cattle, characterised by weight loss, lethargy and weakness 

Diagnosis 

• It cannot be isolated on worm egg counts without being sent to a lab, but very high worm egg counts 
cause suspicion – can be up to 10,000epg.  

• FAMACHA chart – used to assess mucous membrane colour to monitor anaemia levels 
• Blood tests to investigate haematology and biochemistry 
• Post-mortem examination 

Treatment 

• If you are concerned about haemonchus infestations in your herd/flock, call us for advice or a visit  
• Any animals scoring 4 or 5 on the FAMACHA chart should be wormed with an ivermectin or levamisole 

based wormer – we can discuss with you which product will be best for you 

                                                       


